BRIEF ON Argentina 

Argentina is a South American country, bordered by Paraguay and Bolivia in the north, Brazil and Uruguay in the northeast, and Chile on the west and south.  On the South American continent, Argentina is second in size to Brazil.  Land area is about 2.74 million sq. km.  There are 30,00 sq. km. of water. Total renewable water resources are about 814 cu. Km. according to CIA estimates. The country has around 3,000 kilometers of waterways, the most significant among these being the Río de la Plata, Paraná, Uruguay, Río Negro and Paraguay rivers. Water resource management in Latin America is problematic.  The World Bank has an integrated water resource management program in Argentina.  Biodiversity and climate change projects appear to be obtaining the most money and the most interest.

There are ample natural resources including lead, zinc, tin, copper, iron ore, manganese, petroleum and uranium.  Argentina benefits from rich natural resources, a highly literate population, an export-oriented agricultural sector, and a diversified industrial base. Although one of the world's wealthiest countries 100 years ago, Argentina suffered during most of the 20th century from recurring economic crises, persistent fiscal and current account deficits, high inflation, mounting external debt, and capital flight. A severe depression, growing public and external indebtedness, and a bank run culminated in 2001 in the most serious economic, social, and political crisis in the country's turbulent history. The Interim President declared a default - the largest in history - on the government's foreign debt in December 2001 and abruptly resigned only a few days after taking office. The peso’s decade-long 1-to-1 peg to the U.S. dollar ended in early 2002.

The population of Argentina is estimated at about 40.9 million and is judged as a highly literate country with a labor force of 16.27 million.  The majority of the population is between 14 and 64 years in age or about 63.5% of the total population. Reported in unclassified CIA documents there are zero migrants per 1000 population with 92% of the total population living in urban areas. Public transportation is generally reliable and safe.  The preferred option for travel within Buenos Aires and other major cities is by radio taxi or "remise" (private car with driver). 

Crude oil production is estimated at 790,800 bbl/day/. The consumption of oil is estimated at 440,000 bbl/day with proven reserves of about 2.587 billion bbl of oil.  Natural gas production is about 45 billion cubic meters which is sufficient to rank Argentina about 20th in the world in the quantity of natural gas produced.  Argentina does seem to be limited in its own pipeline capacity. About 41% of the electricity is generated by hydroelectric and there is still a large untapped hydroelectric potential and need.  Transmissions and distribution of electricity is highly regulated. There are some nuclear generating facilities producing  about 7% of demand. In the Patagonia region, thee is a large potential for wind generated electricity that is unexplored largely because of the lack of incentives and lack of transmission lines

The major environmental issues in Argentina are pollution and the loss of agricultural lands. The soil is threatened by erosion, salinization, and deforestation. The total acres of forest and woodland in Argentina are declining. The burning of forests generates more greenhouse gases than motor vehicles.  Air pollution is a problem due to chemical emissions from industrial sources. The water supply is threatened by uncontrolled dumping of pesticides, hydrocarbons, and heavy metals. . Some information suggests that only 77% of all urban dwellers and 29% of people living in rural areas have pure drinking water.

With increased industrial activity and a growing population, many areas of Argentina face a total lack of safe drinking water. Municipalities often do not have the resources to treat water before entry to other bodies of water, resulting in the contamination of the majority of both subterranean and superficial water resources. Buenos Aires has depleted their aquifers, and now relies solely on the Rio de La Plata to supply their growing population’s water needs. This river is shared with Uruguay and makes one of the biggest estuaries in the world, but it is being threatened by significant pollution.  Use of total water recycle and closed loop systems has not been widely adopted.

Not all is as politically stable as it could be in Argentina.  Argentina continued to assert its claims to the UK-administered Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas), South Georgia, and the South Sandwich Islands in its constitution, forcibly occupying the Falklands in 1982.  In 1995 Argentina agreed to no longer to seek settlement by force.  Territorial claim in Antarctica partially overlaps UK and Chilean claims. From time to time, there is an unruly region at convergence of Argentina-Brazil-Paraguay borders as this is a locus of money laundering, smuggling, arms and illegal narcotics trafficking, and what is believed to be fundraising for extremist organizations. 

The diplomatic representation from the U.S. is Ambassador Earl Anthony Wayne residing in Buenos Aires.  The diplomatic representation to the U.S. is Ambassador Hector Marcos Timerman residing in Washington, D.C.  Consulates are located in Atlanta, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami and New York.

BRIEF ON SOUTH KOREA

 In the years after the 1950-1953 Korean War, the South Korea was classified amongst the poorer nations in the world.  After a remarkable recovery, Korea is the third largest economy in Asia and the 11th largest in the world.  Since the 1960’s South Korea has achieved an incredible record of growth and integration into the hi-tech modern world economy and manufacturing.  In 2004, South Korea joined the trillion-dollar club of world economies.  In 2008, its GDP per capita was about the same as the Czech Republic and New Zealand. 

As an example of a degree of prosperity, Cambodia is asking South Korea for a loan worth $380 million to be used to finance infrastructure projects.  An estimated $100 million of that loan is intended for a ring road around Cambodian capital Phnom Penh and $100 million for a new bridge from Takhmao across the Bassac River.

 South Korea’s emergence as a powerful industrial nation is an unusual story.  The countries continued growth depends on its ability to meet challenges in domestic power and water limitations.  Both offer unique opportunities to U.S. and the rest of the world’s business interests. South Korea today is a fully functioning modern democracy. There are still some dangers associated with this opportunity. In October 2007, a second North-South Korean summit took place between the South's President ROH Moo-hyun and the North Korean leader. Harsh rhetoric and unwillingness by North Korea to engage with President Lee Myung-bak following his February 2008 inauguration has strained inter-Korean relations. This is now compounded by the continued nuclear activities and missile developments of North Korea. 

 Water, energy and related sectors present attractive South Korean business opportunities for U.S. equipment manufacturers, engineering and infrastructure planners. A downturn in consumer spending was offset by rapid export growth. In 2008, inflation increased in the face of rising oil and food prices before easing in the fourth quarter. Korea was hit hard by the global financial turmoil that began in September 2008. Stock prices fell by more than 40% for the year and the value of the won fell by approximately 26%. Korean GDP shrank in the fourth quarter and GDP growth for the year was just 2.5%. The Korean government adopted several measures to combat the credit crunch and stimulate the economy.

There are a number of environmental issues in South Korea including water pollution, land use, and habitat preservation.  Air pollution is a serious concern in the cities and about 80% of South Korean’s live in urban areas. Most of South Korea's forests were cleared over many centuries for use as firewood and building materials. However, they have rebounded since the 1970s as a result of intensive reforestation efforts. The country's few remaining old-growth forests are protected in nature reserves. South Korea also has twenty national parks.

South Korea, Japan and China agreed in mid-June (2009) to augment cooperative efforts to increase public awareness on environmental protection.  There was agreement to promote green cities and low-carbon products and to vigorously fight air and water pollution.  South Korea will work side by side with San Francisco to host an U.N. conference on environmental issues in 2011.  South Korea will also be hosting a World Environment Expo in 2011.

 Korea is facing an increasing problem with continued rapid industrial and consumer growth in the face of near-total energy dependence on imported hydrocarbons and limited water resources.  The country has 290 sq. km of water.  Although domestic nuclear power is an important factor in the energy problem, both imported hydrocarbons and water constraints are essential factors in sustained Korean economic.  Natural resources include coal, tungsten, graphite, molybdenum, and lead.  There is considerable interest in new renewable energy technologies.  Freshwater withdrawal (domestic/industrial/agricultural is 18.59 cu km/yr.  That is about a 36%, 16%, 48% split in use. The present population is about 48,508,972 with an estimated population growth rate of 0.266%.  About 81% of the population is in urban areas with an average life expectancy of 79 years. The dominant religion is Christian, mostly Protestant, followed by Buddhist.  English is widely spoken and taught in junior high and high school.  

Total electrical generation capacity of the nuclear generators in South Korea is about 18 giga watts. This supplies about 45% of total electrical consumption and keeps a high capacity factor of over 95%.  The state plans for expansion in nuclear electrical generation is for the increasing demand for electricity. The uranium is imported mostly supplied by Areva (www.areva.com) in southern France. The first generation of nuclear plants in South Korea was built almost entirely by foreign contractors. Since then, the domestic industry has advanced significantly. A Korean Standardized Nuclear Plant has been developed, which took many attributes from the System 80 design by Combustion Engineering, now Westinghouse Electric Company. Amount of thorium in the country is unknown. 

Areva, teaming up with Korean contractor, Daelim Industrial Co. Ltd. (http://eng.daelim.co.kr/index.jsp) was awarded in mid-June (209) a contract by Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power Co., Ltd. (KHNP; www.khnp.co.kr/index_en.jsp), South Korean nuclear power plants operator to replace the six steam generators on the Ulchin 1 & 2 nuclear power plants during outages planned for 2011 and 2012.

For this project, a consortium is set up, jointly by Areva and Daelim. Areva acts as the OEM and will lead the consortium and perform the primary system and licensing operations in cooperation with KHNP and Korea Power Engineering Co., Inc. Daelim will implement all the secondary and local activities associated with the project.

There is air pollution in large cities, acid rain, water pollution from the discharge of sewage and industrial effluents.  Drift net fishing is another environmental issue. A weakness remains despite a desire for improvement to the role of rivers as aquatic habitat: no biological water standards have been adopted and water managers appear to have little awareness of aquatic species. A challenge remains for Korea’s lakes, which are mostly artificial reservoirs supplying domestic, industrial and irrigation uses and eutrophication remains an issue. Groundwater represents about 10% of overall abstractions in Korea and 30% of the estimated sustainable yield. The quality of groundwater is better than that of surface waters, even if on average 13% of shallow and 6% of deep aquifer observation wells show below-standard quality. (Source: Water Environment Partnership in Asia)

South Korea has signed, but not ratified any of the selected international agreements to which it is a party.  These include Antarctic-Environmental Protocol, Antarctic-Marine Living Resources, Antarctic Treaty, Biodiversity, Climate Change, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, Desertification, Endangered Species, Environmental Modification, Hazardous Wastes, Law of the Sea, Marine Dumping, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship Pollution, Tropical Timber 83, Tropical Timber 94, Wetlands and Whaling.

